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To the KING's moſt Excellent Ma jEST xv. 


The humble Repreſentation and Addreſs of 


the Aſſembly of the Iſland of Jamaica. 


N Gracious Sovereign, 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 
loyal Subjects, the Aſſembly of this 
your Iſland of Jamaica, moſt humbly beſeech 
your Majeſty to accept our unfeigned Thanks 
for your conſtant paternal Regard and Care of 
your dutiful and loyal Subjects of this Iſland ; 
and more eſpecially for the late Inſtance of 
your Majeſty's Goodneſs in giving Attention 
A 2 to 


141 


to their clan, and of your great Juſtice 
in being molt graciouſly pleaſed to ſuſpend 
your final Determination upon an Act paſſed 
on the Second Day of May, One Thouſand 
Seven Hundred and Fifty-five, intitled, An 
Act for removing the ſeveral Laws, Records, 
Books, Papers; and Writings belonging to 
the ſeveral Offices of Secretary of this Iſland, 
Clerk of the ſupreme Court of Judicature, 
Clerk of the' Crown, Clerk of the Patents, 
and Regiſter in Chancery, and Provoſt Mar- 
hal, from the Town of St. Jago de la Vega 
to the Town of Kingſton ; and to oblige the 
{ſeveral Officers of the ſaid ſeveral Offices, to 
Hold and keep their reſpective Offices with the 
reſpective Records and Papers in the ſaid 
Town of Kng/ton ; and alſo for holding the 
ſupreme Court of Judicature in the faid Town 
of Kingſton for the future; and in giving 
your Royal Inſtructions to your Lieutenant 
Governor, to diſſolve the late Aſſembly and 
call a new one, that your Subjects of this 
Iſland might have the earlieſt Opportunity, 


by a Repreſentative freely and impartially 


| choſen, of laying before your Majeſty a true 
State of the Inland. in regard to thoſe un- 
c happy Diſſentions whizh have ſo long ſubſiſt- 
ed among them, and their Opinion upon a 
' Matter of fo much Importance to the Tran- 
quility of this Iſland, as the Removal of the 
Seat of Government, Courts, Offices and 
Records. 


We 
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We your Majeſty's moit dutiful and loyal 
Subjects the Aſſembly of this your Iſland of 
Jamaica, have with diſpaſſionate Minds taken 


into our moſt ſerious Contideration this im- 


portant Queſtion concerning the Removal of 
the Seat of Government, Courts, Offices and Re- 
cords; and encouraged by your moſt gracious 
Condeſcenſion, do humbly offer as our Opi- 
nion, that the Town of St. Jago de la Vega 
is the proper Place for the Reſidence of your 
Majeity's Governor, and for holding thoſe 
Courts in which he preſides, and alſo for hold- 
ing the ſupreme Court of Judicature, and 
keeping the Records, as neceſſary to the in- 
ternal Police and Government of this Iſland, 


and it's future Welfare and Proſperity. 


And we humbly beg leave to repreſent to 
your Majeſty, that all our late Diſſentions took 


their Riſe from a Scheme formed by the 


partial Views of the Inhabitants of the Town 
of King/ton, to remove the Seat of Govern- 
ment, Courts and Records, to that Place from 
the Town of St. Jago de la Vega, where they 
always have been fixed fince the firſt ſettling 


of this Iſland, and the Continuance of them 
been ſecured by 
made perpetual by your Majeſty, and that 


Laws heretofore paſſed and 


theſe Diflentions have been increaſed and con- 
tinued by the violent and unjuſtifiable Means 


made uſe of to carry this Scheme into Exe- 
cution; which nevertheleſs would have prov- 


ed 
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ed ineffectual, if your late Governor Charles 
Knoles, Eſq; had not made the Prerogative 
ſubſervient to the Purpoſes of a few, inſtead 
of following the Royal Example of your Ma- 
jeſty, by making it the Protection of your Sub- 
jecte i in general. 

When an Act of the Legicabue here was 
thought neceſſary by the Favourers of this 
Scheme, to carry it into Execution, three 
Aſſemblies who were zealous in your Majeſty's 
Service were ſuddenly diſſolv'd; two of them 
at times when they were chearfully granting 
the Supplies neceſſary for the Support of your 
Government; and on every Election Methods 
unjuſtifiable and unconſtitutional were attempt- 
ed and taken, to procure a Majority for that 
Purpoſe, but unſucceſsfully until the calling 
of the fourth, in the Election of which the 
Rights and Privileges of your Majeſty's Sub- 
jects in many Pariſhes were openly violated, 
whereby ſeveral Members were retorn'd, 
whom your loyal Subjects did not look upon 
as their legal and true Repreſentatives, This 
Aſſembly thus procured met on the 8th Day 
of April, 1755, in the Town of K:ng/ton, 
not with deſign coolly and impartially to deli- 
berate on a Bill of this Importance, but under 
2 Engagements to paſs it all at events. 

Buy this Act ſeveral perpetual Laws were 
eicherin the Whole or in Part repeal'd, where- 
by Numbers of ycur Majeſty's Subjects (who 

under 


2 
N 
% 
£ 
. 
4 
1 


* = 


4am. vt — ow 


(7] 

under the Encouragement of theſe Laws had 
built Houſes in the Town of St. Jago de la 
Vega, or purchaſed Lands in it's Neighbour- 
hood, and become with their Families fixed 
and permanent Inhabitants) were reduced to 
Poverty and a State of De ſpair; and the 
greater Number of your Majeſty's loyal Sub- 
jets in other Parts of the Iſland were put to 
Inconveniences by the Seat of Government 
being carried farther from them, and were not 
only moved with Compaſſion for the Suffer- 
ings of ſo many of their Fellow Subjects in 
and near St. Jago de la Vaga, but diſquieted 
and fill'd with Apprehenſions of the Danger to 
which their own Properties were expoſed, by 
the. little Dependance they could have on the 
public Faith. 

And we humbly conceive and have great 
Reaſon to fear, that theſe Diſſentions will 
continue, until your Majeſty in your great 
Goodneſs ſhall be pleaſed to put an End to 
them, by giving your Royal Diſſallowance to 
the faid Act, by which Means all your loyal 
Subjects will be reſtored to the full Enjoy- 
ment of their Rights and Privileges, which 
they have always been protected in by your 
Majeſty and your Royal Predeceſſors, and 
their Minds relieved from that State of De- 


ſpair, under which nothing could have ſup- 


ported them, but the full Confidence which 
they had in your Menn s well known Juſ- 
tice. 


Thus, 


[8] 
Thus, moſt gracious Sovereign, we your 
moſt dutiful and loyal Suden the Aſſem- 
bly of this your Iſland of 


laid before your Majeſty our Opinion in re- 
gard to the proper Place for the Seat of Go- 
vernment, Courts, Offices and Records; the 


Cauſe and Continuance of thoſe unhappy 


Diſſentions, which have for ſome Time patt 
deſtroyed the Peace and Quiet of your Majeſ- 
ty's Subjects in this Ifland, and introduced 
Confuſion and Diſorder in the Government 
thereof. And we moſt humbly beſcech your 
Majeſty, that you would be moſt graciouſly 
pleaſed to conſider our Diſtreſſes, and grant 
us that Relief which your Majeſty alone can 
give, that we may again become an united 


People, and enjoy thoſe Bleſſings which it 


has always been the Characteriſtic of your 


| Reign to beſtow on all your Subjects; how- | 


ever diſtant they may be unfortunately placed 
from your Royal Preſence. | who 
Fully convinced of the Advantages ariſm 
from Trade and Commerce, we your Majeſ- 
ty's moſt dutiful and loyal Subjects, the 
Aſſembly of this Iſland, think ourſelves in 
Duty bound to make the ſame our peculiar 
Care, and give all due Encouragement therein. 
We are truly ſenſible that the Difficulties 
which Maſters of Ships undergo at their Ar- 
rival, for wapt of proper Parts of Entry and 
Clearance, and the Neceſſity which the Mer- 


chants ' 


Jamaica, have 
with Impartiality and the utmoſt Submiſſion 
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| Chants, and Factors of the Town of Kingſton 


and other Places of Trade are under of attend- 
ing the Courts of Juſtice, held at St. Jago de 
la Vega, either as Jurors or in the Proſecution 
of ſuch Suits as they may have depending 
therein, are Burthens upon the Trade and 
Commerce carried on by your Majeſty's Sub- 
jects, not only at King ſton, but in every Part 
of the Iſland, and proportionably inconveni- 
ent to all thoſe who live remote from the 
Seat of Government. And we aſſure your 
Majeſty that we ſhall, as far as in our Power, 
endeavour to remove the ſame, by preparing 
a proper Bill to relieve the Maſters of Ships, 
and to eſtabliſh Ports of Entry, where ne- 
ceſlary, with proper Officers in every of them, 
and alſo, a Bill to eſtabliſh proper Circuit 
Courts to be held in the Town of Kingſton, 
and in ſuch other Diſtricts as ſhall be neceſ- 
ſary for the more convenient and more ex- 
peditious Adminiſtration of Juſtice. 

We further beg leave to offer to your Ma- 
jeſty our molt grateful Acknowledgmeats, for 
being molt graciouſly pleaſed to receive the 
humble Petition of the Twenty Members of 
the late Aſſembly, and for that Inſtance of 
your Majeſty's Goodneſs in permitting your 
Majeſty's late Governor Charles Knowles, Eſq; 
to reſign the Government of this Iſland, and 
placing it in the Hands of Henry Moore, Eſq; 
whoſe Conduct has already given us the great- 
eſt Hopes, and whoſe Experience, well known 

' B Moderation 
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Moderation and Candour, give the ſtrongeſt 
Aſſurances that under his Adminiſtration the 
Honour and Dignity of your Majeſty's Go- 
vernment will be preſerved, the juſt Pre- 
rogative of the Crown ſupported, the Rights 
and Liberties of the People reſtored, and, by 
your Majeſty's Kind Interpoſitien, the Peace, 
Order, and public Credit of the Ifland re- 
eſtabliſhed. 4 

May your Majeſty long live for the Hap- 
pineſs of all your Subjects; and may there 
never be wanting a Prince of your illuſtrious 
Houſe, to perpetuate the Bleſſings of your 
Reign to lateſt Poſterity, 2h 


Paſſed the Aſſembly the zd 
Day of September, 17 56. 


CHARLES PRICE, Speaker, 


To 


r 


To 
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To the KING's moſt Excellent MajesTy, 


The Humble Repreſentation of the Council of 
the Iſland of Jamaica. 


Met Gracious Sovereign, 


E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and 

loyal Subjects, the Council of Jamaica, 
being ever ready to pay a moſt chearſul Obe- 
dience to your Majeſty's gracious Commands, 
beg leave to lay before your Majeſty this our 
humble Repreſentation, containing, agreeable 
to your Majeſty's late Inſtructions to your 
Lieutenant Governor, our Opinion concern- 
ing the Removal of the Seat of Government, 
Courts, Offices, and Records of this Ifland, 
from St. Jago de la Vega to Kingſton, 

We cannot but deliver it as our Opinion, 
that the Town of Kingſton is the fitteſt Place 
for the Reſidence of the Governors of this 
Iſland, more particularly in a Time of War, 
the ſafeſt Repofitory for the public Records, 
and the moſt convenient Place for holding 
the ſupreme Court of Judicature, and ſhall 
humbly offer to your Majeſty our Reaſons, 

We ſhall not venture to trouble your 
Majeſty with the Motives, which firſt in- 
duced the Inhabitants of Kingſion to peti- 
tion your Majeſty for the Removal of the _ 
B 2 0 
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of Government to that Town, as a Memo- 


rial to the Lords of Trade accompanied their 


Petition, in which their ſeveral Grievances 
were fully ſet forth; and their Lordſhips af- 
ter a full Hearing of Evidence, for and againſt 
the ſaid Petition, which had been refer'd to 
them, were pleaſed to report (as we have 
been inform'd) that the Petitioners had made 
out their ſeveral Allegations, and to adviſe 
your Majeſty to make no Order on ſuch an 
important Matter, *till the Senſe of the Le- 
giſlature here thould be known; which Pe- 
tition, Memorial, and Report, we apprehend 
are {till before their Lordſhips. 1 

At a Seſſions of Aſſembly, held afterwards 
at Kingſion, the 8th Day of April 175 5, the 
Legiſlature conſidering not only the Complaints 


of the Merchants concerning the heavy Bur- 


thens on Trade, and the other Grievances 


complained of by the People of K:ng/ton in 


their Petition, but being alſo well convinced 
of the general Advantages which would re- 
ſult to the Inhabitants of this Iſland, from 
having the Courts, Offices, and Records, re- 
moved to Kingſton, paſſed a Law for that 
purpoſe, after a fair and candid Examination 
of the Inhabitants of St. Jago petitioning 
againſt it; and alſo an Addreſs and Repre- 
ſentation to your Majeſty, ſetting forth their 
Reaſons, and imploring your Majeſty's Royal 
Allowance thereof, 


The 
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The ſame Reaſons which induced the Coun- 
cil to give their Conſent to this Law, ſtill ſub- 
ſift, and operate more ſtrongly, from the Ex- 
perience we have had of its great Utility. 
The ſeveral Fortifications which defend the 
Town of King/ton, are made more tenable, 
particularly that of Rock Fort, which being 
compleated all but a Part of the Glacis, now 
under the narrow Paſs on the Eaſt, at the 
Head of the Harbour very ſecure, as a ſmall 
Number of Men can eaſily defend it againſt 
a numerous Body. The Fortification of Muſ- 
quito Point, now called Fort Auguſta, defends 
the narrow Channel from the Harbour of 
Port Royal to that of King/ton, and a formid- 
able Battery is erected on Salt Pond Hill, 
which alſo contributes greatly to the Defence 
of this Channel; this Battery is on ſuch an 
Eminence, and ſo difficult of Acceſs, that it 
cannot eaſily be annoy'd either by Land or 
Sea; beſides, before an Enemy can approach 
it, they muſt paſs the Fortifications of Port 
Royal, which we wiſh were in a more reſpec- 
table Condition. The Town of Kingſton there- 
fore by theſe Helps of Art, its natural Si- 
tuation, and' great Number of Inhabitants, is 
much the ſtrongeſt Place in this Iſland, and 
the only one that we could hope to keep 
from falling into the Hands of an Enemy, 
ſhould an Attack be made on us at this 
Time of actual War and Danger ; we have 
only one of your Majeity's Regiments amongſt 

| us, 
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us, and it may not always be convenient for 
your Majeſty's Service to have ſuch a Fleet 
of Ships. ſtationed here, as would protect 
the whole Ifland from Inſults, or even. the 
Town of St. 7ago. That Place ſtill remains 
in the ſame defenceleſs Condition, an open 
Town, fituate in a large Plain, expos'd to 
various Inroads, unable to make any Reſiſt- 
ance againſt a very inconſiderable foreign or 
inteſtine Enemy, and liable to Surpriſe, as a 
Body of Men might land at ſeveral different 
Places near it, without meeting any Oppo- 
ſiton, either on their landing or March to it; 
the Number of its Inhabitants could not ſup- 


ply the want of Fortifications; and ſuch is the 
unhappy Condition of your Majeſty s faithful 


Subjects here, that ſufficient Sums cannot be 


raiſed to compleat the preſent Fortifications 
of this Iſland, much leſs can we then think 
of ſuch expenſive Works as would be ne- 


ceſſary to ſecure a Town in the midſt of a 


large Plain. To get Numbers even for a 
Shew of its Defence, all or moſt Parts of the 
Country muſt be drained of the whole Inha- 


bitants, and be left deſtitute to the Inſurrec- 
tions of the Slaves, or the Inroads and De- 


vaſtations of an Enemy; an Event which hap- 
Pened during the Government of Sir William 


Beeſton. 
As we humbly apprehend it to be the 
true Policy of every Country, that ſuch Place 


as is moſt conſiderable for its Trade, Num- 
ber 
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ber of Inhabitants, and Security, ſhould alſo 
be fixed upon as the moſt proper for the Seat 
of Government, Courts, Offices and Records, 
therefore as ſuch we repreſent the Town of 
King ſton; and here we humbly beg leave to 
introduce a Paragraph from a joint Repreſen- 
tation of the Council and Aſſembly to your 
Majeſty, on the 22d of November, 17 52. 

„The defenceleſs State of our Fortifica- 
« tions at Fort Charles and other Places, is 
« a Matter of ſuch high Concernment to the 
« Honour of your Majeſty's Crown, and the 
e very Being of this Iſland, that we ſhould 
« be much wanting in our Duty to ſo gra- 
te cious a Sovereign, and the Truſt repoſed in 
e us by your Subjects here, if we did not 
© repreſent theſe our Apprebenſions in Caſe a 
* War ſhould break out, as theſe Fortifica- 
* tions, by the Ignorance of the Engineers in 
e forming the firſt Plans, and the Damages 
„ which they have ſuſtained by Hurricanes, 
ce are not capable of giving a Check to an Ene- 
« my, by which K:ng/ton, the principal Town 
ce and Place of Trade in this Iſland, muſt be- 
te come an eaſy Prey to the firſt Invader, and if 
the Enemy ſhould once get Poſſ:ſſion thereof, 
« it will require à very great Armament to 
« diſlodge them, and the Trade and Naviga- 
« tion muſt receive ſuch a Blow, that may not 


« be repaired in Ages,” 
What 
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What the Senſe of thoſe Bodies was at 
that time, in which a perfect good Under- 


flanding and T ranquility 122 among all 


Orders of People, and when neither Party- 
Prejudice, nor Paſſions, mix'd in the Public 
Debates, will clearly appear by the ſaid Pa- 
ragraph , and of what great Importance and 
Utility the Town of Kingſton was then ef- 
teemed to be to the whole Iſland, as well in Point 
of Trade as in Point of Security, 

The Experience we have had of ſeveral 
Courts, held in the Town of Kingſton,” has 
fully demonſtrated to us the general Benefit 
of the Supreme Court being at preſent fixed 
there; a very great Number of Jurors are 
ſummoned every Court from among the Inha- 
bitants of that Town, and moſt of the Actions 
ariſe there; the Attendance therefore of fo 
many Men at St. Jago muſt have been very 
burthenſome to Trade, which not only affect- 
ed the People of Kingſton, but moſt of your 
Majeſty's Subjects trading to this Ifland, to 
their great Loſs and Diſcouragement. All theſe 
Inconveniencies are now remedied by the 
Court being removed to King ſton; very few 
Jurors are are ſummoned from St. Jago, and 


thoſe but little concerned in Trade, which 


therefore cannot ſuffer any great Diſadvantage 
by the Change. Far leſs Sums are expended 


in their attending at King ſton, than muſt be 


by n from King ſton attending at St. Jago; 
not 
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not only from their Number being much ſmal- 
ler, but as every neceſſary Article is more cheap- 
ly had at Kingſton than at St. Jago; for it is 
notorious, and we do aver to your Majeſty, that 
molt of the Jurors from the diſtant Parts of 
the Country have declared their Attendance on 
a Court at Kingſton not near fo expenſive as 


before at St, Jago. Another conſiderable Ad- 


vantage mult ariſe to your Majeſty's Subjects 
attending the Courts ot Juſtice or any other 
public Buſineſs, at King/ton ; for as almoſt 
every Member of this Community hath ſome 
Concerns there, they may tranſact at the ſame 
time their private Affairs, without the Fatigue 
and Riſque of paſſing and repaſſing between 
the Towns, and without any additional Ex- 
pences or Charge, which cannot be the Caſe 
if obliged to attend at St. Jago. 

It is highly probable, that in a ſhort Time 
the Iſland in general would have remained 
ſatisfied with this Law, which daily manifeſts 
its Utility, was it not vppoled by particular Gen- 
tlemen, whoſe Intereſts lying near St. 74:79, 
find their Attendance on the public Buſineſs 
more convenient in that Town, and have by 
their Influence obtained a Majority in the 
Houſe of Aſſembly, at the late gencral Elce- 
tion; we doubt not therefore but an Addreſs 
and Repreſeutation may be made to your 
Majeſty. from that Houſe, to transfer back 


public Buſineſs to St. Jago, but as the Law 
| C 
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in Queſtion was paſſed by the concurrent A 
fent of the three Branches of a former Le- 
giflature, and by a conſiderable Majority in 
each Houſe, fevera! Months before the Ir regu- 
larities, Heats and Animoſities aroſe in the 


Houſe of Aſſembly, which we apprehend to 


be thoſe meant in your Majeſty's Inſtruction, 
(for we are ſenſible of no other) we moſt 
humbly ſubmit to your Majeſty, whether 


ſuch their Repreſentations, or that Law fo 


paſſed, may moſt deſerve your Majeſty's Royal 
Approbation. 

It is the general Opinion of every unpre- 
judiced Man, no way connected with this 
Iſland, that the Town of King ſton is the 


proper Place for tranſacting public Buſineis; 


for which we can appeal to any of 
your Majeſty's Officers, whoſe Duty has cal- 
led them hither ; and ſome of the Inhabi- 
tants themſelves of St. 7ago, on their ſolemn 
Examinations before the Council, at the paſ- 
ſing this Law, acknowledged as their Opint- 
on, that it Kingſton had been the Place it 
now 1s at the Time of fixing the Courts at 


St. Jago, that the then Legiſlature would have 


fixed them at Kingſtor. 

In a time of War, or public Danger, we 
think it a Fact, which can admit of no Diſ- 
pute, that Kingſton is the proper Place for 
the Reſidence of the Governor or Comman- 
der in chief, being the principal place of 

Trade, 
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Trade, having the greateſt Part of the Effects 
and Wealth of this Ifland depoſited there, 
having the greateſt Number of tighting Men, 
and being "the only Magazine of Stores, and 
Place that is defenſible; beſides, the readi- 
eſt Communication will be there open be— 
tween your Majeſty's Governor and the Com- 
mander in chief of your Majeſty's Squadrons, 
It will not admit of any Doubt, that many 
of the Inhavitants of St. 7g have ſuffered 
by the Removal of the Supreme Court to 
Ninoſbon; but it has ever been allow'd, that 
{carce any Change can be made in Govern- 
ment by which Individuals will not in ſome 
degree be affected; and we humbly appre- 
hend it to be a general Maxim, that private 
Intereſt ought always to give way to public 
Good; for we cannot conſider this as a Mat- 
ter confined to this Iſland only, but that it 
extends itſelf to every other your Majeſty's 
Dominions trading to it. However, we beg 
leave to aſſure your Majeſty, that we ſhall 


ever be ready to give our Aſſiſtance for mak- 


ing reaſonable Compenſations to ſuch of the 
Inhabitants of St. Jago, as may be deemed 
proper Objects. 

All theſe Reaſons and G we do 
moſt humbly offer to your Majeſty's Royal 
Conſideration, as our diſpaſſionate Senſe of the 
important Matters referred to us by your Ma- 


jeſty, and recommended for our Opinion, 
SY We 
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We hope your Majeſty will be 'graciouſly 
pleaſed to believe, that we have truly com- 
plied with your Majeſty's Inſtruction, that 
we are neither actuated by private Intereſt, nor 
influenc'd by Party and Faction, but that the 
Opinion we have given in this plain and can- 
did Repreſentation proceeds from the due 
Obedience to your Majeſty's Commands, 
from a Senſe of our Duty to adviſe your Ma- 
jeſty truly and faithfully, from our Zeal for 
your Majeſty's Service, and a ſincere Atren- 
tion to the Good of your Majeſty's Subjects 
in ſome meaſure committed to our Care. 
Great would be our Concern, could we ima- 
gine that we had ever appeared to your Ma- 
ele other than true and faithful Counſel- 
ors, or that we had uſed the Station your 
Majeſty hath placed us in for any other pur- 
poſe but your Majefty's Service, and the 
general Good of our Fellow-Subjects; and 
therefore, conſcious as we are of our Zeal and 
Fidelity to accompliſh theſe good Ends, we 
prefume to hope that your Majeſty will look 
upon this Repreſentation as unprejudiced and 
diſpaſſionate, and be graciouſly pleaſed to 
confirm the Law now before your Majeſty 
for the Removal of the Supreme Court, Offi- 
ces, and Records from St. Jago to King ſton; 


ſo will the People of this long divided unhap- 
py Country tread again the Paths of Peace, and 


enjoy the Bleſſings of your Majeſty's glorious 


Reign; 
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Reign; and we hope from the Endeavours 
which the Gentleman whom your Myctty. 
hath appointed to prefide over Us, is now 
uſing, that he will happily conciliate the Minds 
of Men, and make us again an united People. 

We are extremely forry to introduce ita 
this Repreſentation any other Matter than 
what was immediately recommended to us 
by your Majeſty's Inſtruction ; but as we could 
not help oblcrving from the Minutes of the 
Aſſembly, their Refolution to beg your Ma- 
jeſty's Tr ince of their humble and un- 
teigned Thanks, for your Majeſty's Goodneſs 
in permitting your late Governor Charles 
Knowles, Eſq; to reſign his Government, ſo 
we think, that we cannot, in Juſtice to our- 
{elves and that Gentleman, avoid laying before 
your Majeſty our Senſe of hisgeneral Behaviour 
and Conduct while he had the Honour of your 
Majeſty's Commiſſion to govern this Iſland. 
To prove the Services he has done this Coun- 
try in fortifying it, we muſt beg another Ap- 
peal to the Paragraph before mentioned, from 
the joint Repreſentation of the Council and 
Aſſembly, wherein their diſpaſſionate Senſe 
fully appears, in relation to the defenceleſs 
State of the Fortifications of Fort Charles, and 
other Places, through the Ignorance of former 
Engineers, though in nine years preceding. 
fiity-three thouſand fix hundred and forty 
pounds were expended on them, Very diffe- 

rent 
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rent now are the Appearances of theſe ſeveral 
Fortiſications (Fort Charles, which has receiv- 
ed but little Repair, only excepted) as already 
reprefented to your Majeſty, This Gentleman's 
Skill in projecting and carrving on theſe 
Works, his Occonomy and Frugality in ex- 


| pending the ſeveral Sums granted for them, 


and an Approbation of his Meaſures, have 
been acknowledged by the ſeveral Aftemblies 
held during his Adminiftration. As his gene- 
ral Conduct and Endeavours have ever ap- 
peared to us to be calculated for the due Sup- 
port of your Majeſty's Prerogative, for the 
Dispatch of public Juſtice, as a Chancellor, 
and invariably directed for the Proiperity and 
Welfare of this Community over which he 
preſided ; ſo we cannot but in Juſtice expreſs 
theſe our Sentiments of him, and cannot doubt 
of his appearing in this fair Light to your 
Majeſty. 

We ſhould not have treſpaſſed on your Ma- 


jeſty's Patience, but as his Honour the Lieu- 


tenant Governor bath recommended to us in 
his Speech at the opening of this Seſſion, the 


making a Repreſentation of the true State of 


our Country, in regard to the unhappy Diſſen- 
tions which have ſo long ſubhſted amongſt 
ys.— We think ourſelves in Duty bound to ſet 
torth to your Majeſty what we apprehend to 
have been the Cauſe and Riſe of them, as from 
thence we mult date the many Evils 1 

ave 
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have happened to this unhappy! Country, and 
look upon all the Irregularmes, Inconvenien- 
cies and Misfortunes which have ſince afflicted 
us, to be Contingencies of the firſt wrong Steps 
that were taken to difiurb the public 'Tran- 
quility. 

We cannot but fix this unhappy Period in 
the Month of November, 1753, when a new 
Receiver General was appointed, jn the place 
of Benjamin Hume, Liq; removed. The re— 
ducing the Salary and Value of that Office by 
the then Aſſembly, vithout any apparent 
Cauſe, induce our late Governor to fend a 
Meſlage to the Houſe. This being treated 
with ſuch Neglect, that no Anſwer was re— 
turned for eleven Days, occaſtoned another 
Meſſage from the Governor, on which an un- 
happy Conſtruction having been put, great 
Heats immediately aroſe between the Gover- 
nor and the Houſe ; and t! qa? a fecmin® 
ö on aſterwards appcarcd, vet the 
Minds of Men were eftranged, and every Day 
forne new Diflike arole. 

We cannot finiſh this Repreſentation with.. 
out a due Acknowicdgment of that patern:] 
95 and Regard vrhich vour M: je:ty hath 

r ſhewn for the Pr oft crity of your Subject 1 5 
in enen and part! ;cularly for the of this 
Country, Whole Diſtance has not lefie::ed Your 
Royal Attention to their Won, — Lons 
may your Majeſty's Reign Continue pro; pitions, 


aNg 


24 
and be a Bleſſing to your People; and that there 
may not be wanting an Heir of your illuſtrious 
Houſe, to perpetuate to us our Religion, Liber- 
ties, and every Happineſs now enjoyed, are 
our fervent and conſtant Prayers, 


Paſſed the Council the 9th 
Day of Sept. 1756. 


NATH. MOORE, Cl, Concil. 
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To the KING's moſt Excellent Ma JESTY, 


The Humble Addreſs of the Council of the 
Ifland of Jamaica. 


Moſt Gracious Sovereign, 

W E your Majeſty's moſt dutiful and loyal 

Subjects, the Council of this your Ma- 
jeſty's Iſland of Jamaica, being truly ſenſible 
of your Majeſty's moſt gracious Diſpoſition to 
hear and redreſs the Complaints of your 
faithful Subjects, moſt humbly beg leave to 
implore your Majeſty's Attention upon the 
unhappy Occaſion of this Addreſs. 

In our humble Repreſentation to your Ma- 
jeſty on the important Matter concerning the 
Removal of the Seat of Government, Courts, 
Offices, and Records, from St. Jago de la 
Vega to Kingſton, referred to us by your Ma- 
jeſty for our Opinion, your faithful Council 
fixed the Commencement of the unhappy Diſ- 
ſentions, which have ſo long ſubſiſted in this 
Iſland, in the Month of November 1753 ; and 
ſet forth that the many Evils which have 
fince attended us, proceeded from that firſt 
wrong Step of the then Aſſembly, in reducing 
the Value and Salary of your Majeſty's Receiv- 
er General, without any apparent Cauſe. | 

Our Diſcords produced from that ra, 
have grown to ſuch a height, that this Coun- 
try was never more unhappy. Rage and Re- 
ſentment have fired the Minds of thoſe, whoſe 

D Conduct 
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Conduct during the late Adminiſtration had. 
been deemed blame- worthy. Poſſeſſed now 
of Power and Influence in the preſent Admi- 

niſtration, their whole Proceedings have been 

attended with all the Violence which Party- 

Prejudice and inveterate Malice could ſuggeſt. 

We of your Majeſty's Council, who have ever 

been zealous Aſſertors of your Majeſty's Pre- 

rogative, at the ſame Time that we have 

been attentive to the Rights and Liberties of 
the People, are for theſe very Reaſons the 
intended Sacrifice of Faction. No Govern- 

ment can be infallible, doubtleſs ſome ſmall 
Errors may have been committed in the late 
Adminiſtration; theſe are nowdiligently ſought 
for, ſome of your Majeſty's loyal Subjects 
have been deprived of their Liberty, and' 
detained for a length of Time in Cuſtody, to 
force from them a Confeſſion of their own Ac- 
tions, and to betray the private Converſation of 
their Friends; and the Doors of the Aſſembly 
are opened to the baſeſt Informers, againſt 
any who are known to lie under the Diſplea- 
ſure and Perſecution of that Houſe, The 
Honourable Philip Pinnock, Eſq; the late Chief 
Juſtice, and a Member of our Board, has felt 
the full Force of their Reſentment, and a par- 
tial Enquiry into his Conduct has been made 
by them, and an Addreſs followed this Enqui- 
ry to your Majeſty's Lieutenant Governor, to 
ſuſpend the ſaid Philip Pinnock from his Seat 
at the Council, and to remove him from all 


his 
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his Offices ; which Addreſs, with the ſeveral 
Examinations taken before the Houſe, and 
preſented at the ſame Time to his Honour, 
were by him laid before the Council, deſir- 
ing that they would likewiſe enquire into the 
Conduct and Behaviour of this Gentleman, 
An Enquiry was accordingly made by us with 
the utmoſt Candour and Impartiality, and laid 
before his Honour, with an Addreſs and Re- 
preſentation ſtating the whole Facts, with our 
Opinion and Advice, not to remove the faid 
Mr. Pinnock from any of his Offices, | 
Sorry are we to inform your Majeſty, that 
our Opinion and Advice have not prevailed 
with his Honour; Mr, Pinnxck (for whoſe 
Abilities, Conduct and Character, we moſt 
humbly beg leave to refer your Majeſty to all 
the Examinations taken before the Council 
and Aſſembly, and the Addreſſes of both 
Bodies to his Honour the Lieutenant Gover- 
nor, all which we have the Honour now to 
lay before your Majeſty) is ſuſpended from 
his Seat at the Council until your Majeſty's 
Pleaſure ſhall be known, and actually removed 
from every other Office he poſſc ſſed. | 
As the Council of this your Majeſty's 
Iſland, forms one of the three Branches of the 
Legiſlature, and ſubſiſts by your Royal Ap- 

ointment, we moſt humbly apprehend, that 


if the Members of it are liable to a Suſpenſion 


from their Seats, at the Caprice, or thro' the 
Reſentment of the Aſſembly, that the Purpoſe 
D 2 for 
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for which this Body was eſtabliſhed by your | 
Majeſty muſt be done away, and the Con- 
ſtitution of our Legiſlature totally ſubverted. 

The Council, if fo circumſtanced, muſt 
ever ſubmit to the Dictates of the Aſſembly. 
If a Regard to your Majeſty's Royal Preroga- 
tive, to the Honour and Dignity of their own 
Board, or an Attention to the Rights and Li- 
berties of their F ellow Subjects, ſhould at any 
time induce them to act with Vigour in Op- 
poſition to the Aſſembly, the Malice and Re- 
ſentment of that Houſe will be immediately 
exerciſed to obtain a Suſpenſion of ſuch Mem- 
bers as ſhall dare to act independently of ons, 
or obſtru& their Purpoſes, 

We have great reaſon to fear that Gender 
men of Capacity, Probity and Fortune, how- 
ever much devoted to your Majeſty's Service, 
will ſcarce venture to accept your Majeſty's 
Privy Seal, while they are ſubje to feel the | 
Reſentment of the Aſſembly, for doing only | 
What they may think their Duty. 

Suſpenſions from the Council by an Ad- 
dreſs from the Aſſembly, we humbly con- | 
ceive to be totally unprecedented in this Iſland, _ 
Charles Price, Eſq; the Speaker of the pre- 
ſent Aſſembly, hath declared his Opinion of 
the Council on many Occaſions in fo con- 
temptuous a manner (as appears by the Jour- q 
nals of the Council, in the ſolemn Examination 
cf the Reverend Mr. John Venn, to which 


we beg leave to refer) that it may be very. 
juſtly 
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juſtly inferred, from the Influence which that 
Gentleman is known to have in the preſent 
Aſſembly, that the Addreſs to ſuſpend Mr, 
Pinnock is an Attempt to carry his Threats 
againſt the Council into Execution, 

As there are no Proofs even in the Evi- 
dences ſent up by the Aſſembly to ſupport 
their Charge againſt Mr. Pinnoct, to induce 
againſt him any Imputation of Partiality or 
Corruption in the Execution of his Office of 
Chief Juſtice, and as from the Examinations 
of the Gentlemen of the Bar in the moſt ſo- 
lemn Manner before us, it is proved that he 
hath executed that high and important Office 
with great Abilities, and with the pureſt In- 
tegrity ; ſo we apprehend, that the remov- 
ing him without Cauſe, is not only an Injuſtice 
to him, but alſo a real Injury to all your Ma- 
jeſty's Subjects in this Colony; and we hum- 
bly beg Leave to repreſent to your Majeſty, 
that this manner of diſplacing a Chief Juſtice, 
may have the moſt fatal Conſequences, and 
tends to render the Lives, the Liberties, and 
the Properties of your Pcople here very pre- 
carious, ſince the Laws, which are the Inheri- 
tance of all your Majeſty's Subjects, and by 
which they ſhould be protected in their 
Rights, will have little Force in a Country, 
where the Judges of the Land, thus liable to 
be diſplaced upon the bare Addreſs of an 
Aſſembly, will not hereafter dare to act with 
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that Freedom and Impartiality, fo eſſential to 
the due Adminiſtration of Juſtice, 

| Your moſt faithful Council do therefore 
implore your Majeſty, to take theſe Matters 
into your Royal Confideration, and to grant 
to their Board, to the Honourable Philip 
Pinnock, Eſq; and to your People here, ſuch 
Relief as your Majeſty in your great Wiſdom 
ſhall think proper, 


Paſſed the Council the 23d 
Day of October, 1756. 


NAT HANIEL MOORE, CI. Concil. 
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